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SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
FOILING KITEBOARD DIVISION
1. RULES: 

1.1. The Vineyard Cup shall be governed by:


1.1.1. The Racing Rules of Sailing 2013 - 2016 (the “Rules”), INCLUDING Appendix F;
1.1.2. Any modifications thereto by these Sailing Instructions; and
1.1.3. These Sailing Instructions
1.1.4. If there is a conflict between languages, the English text shall take precedence.
2. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS:

All notices to competitors will be posted on the Vineyard Cup Facebook Page. 
3. CHANGES IN SAILING INSTRUCTIONS:

3.1. Any changes to these Sailing Instructions will be posted on the Vineyard Cup Facebook Page.
4. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE AND AFLOAT:
4.1. Signals made ashore will be displayed in the launching area at State Beach. If a postponement is signaled ashore, the warning signal will be made not less than twenty minutes after the AP is lowered.
4.2. When flag “AP” over “H” is displayed ashore, competitors shall not leave the beach.

4.3. Any signals made afloat shall be displayed from the Race Committee boat positioned at the starting line or the Race Committee boat positioned at the finish line.

5. SCHEDULE:
5.1. Thursday, September 29th
Competitors Meeting at 1030 hrs at SMV Office
5.2. Thursday, September 29th 
First warning signal at 1300 hrs for Distance Race
5.3. Friday, September 30th  

First warning signal at 1300 hrs.

5.4. Saturday, October 1st

First warning signal at 1200 hrs.

5.5. Sunday, October 2nd

First warning signal at 1200 hrs.
5.6. No warning signal will be made after 1600 hrs 
6. THE COURSES:

6.1.  The Diagrams in Attachment B show the courses, including the indications of the course to be sailed, the order in which marks are to be rounded/passed and the side on which each mark is to be left.
6.2. No later than the warning signal will the course to be sailed be displayed from the Race Committee boat positioned at the starting line.

6.3. Course will not be shortened. This changes Rule 32.

6.4. Legs of the course will not be changed after the preparatory signal. This changes Rule 33.

7. MARKS:

7.1. Marks of the course are large yellow inflatable spheres or a yellow and black striped sphere. The Starting buoy will be an Orange Cylinder.
8. THE START:
8.1. Races will be started by using Rule 26 with the warning signal made 5 minutes before the start.

8.2. The starting line will be between an orange flag on the Race Committee boat and the course side of a large orange cylinder at the port end of the line.

8.3. To alert competitors that the starting sequence for a race or sequence of races will begin within five minutes, the orange flag on the Race Committee boat at the starting line shall be waved and accompanied by one prolonged blast of the horn.
8.4. A competitor starting later than four minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start without a hearing. This changes Rules A4 and A5. 

9. THE FINISH:

9.1. The finish line will be between a orange flag flown on the Race Committee boat at and the course side of a large orange cylinder mark.
9.2. The Finish Line Race Committee boat will be identified by a blue flag. This changes RRS Race Signals.
9.3. Competitors who have finished shall sail clear of the finish area.
10. TIME LIMIT:
10.1. The time limit for the first competitor to finish a course will be 20 minutes.

10.2. The time Mark #1 time limit will be 10 minutes
10.3. The finish time window will be 10 minutes
10.4. If no kiteboard has passed Mark #1 within the Mark #1 time limit, the race will be abandoned. Failure to meet the target time will not be grounds for redress. This changes Rule 62.1(a)
10.5. Competitors failing to finish within the finish time window after the first competitor sails the course and finishes will be scored Did Not Finish without a hearing. This changes Rules 35, A4 and A5.
10.6. Competitor’s may be scored on course and alerted by Race Committee Mark Boat
11. PROTESTS:
11.1. Protest forms will be available from the Race Director. 

11.2. Protests and requests for redress must be filed with the Race Director in writing via Facebook Message within one hour of the last competitor to finish the last race of the day.

11.3. Protests will be heard by the Jury in the order in which they were received.

11.4. The Jury will hear each protest in the order posted, beginning as soon as possible after the completion of the day’s races. The location of the hearing will be at Race Headquarters in Vineyard Haven.
11.5. A notice will be posted on the Vineyard Cup Facebook Page to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses.
12.  PENALTY SYSTEM: 
12.1.  Penalties will be according to Rule 44, as amended on Attachment A hereto.
12.2. Breaches of Sections 9.3, and 15.1 of these Sailing Instructions will not be grounds for a protest by a competitor.

12.3. Penalties for these breaches will be 5 points scoring penalty for each infringement which shall be added to her score in the race closest in time to the incident.
12.4. Each penalty shall be implemented by the Race Committee without a hearing. The scores of other competitors will not be changed; therefore two competitors could receive the same score. This changes Rules 60.1(a), 63.1 and A5.
13. SCORING: 
13.1. Five races are required to be completed to constitute a series.
13.2. If nine or more races are completed, a competitor’s worst score will be discarded.
14. ADVERTSING:
14.1. Competitors are required to wear numbered pinnies supplied by the Organizing Authority and shall wear them at all times while on the water.
15. RADIO COMMUNICATION: Except in an emergency, a competitor shall neither make nor receive radio transmissions not available to all competitors while racing. This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.

16. SAFETY: 
16.1. ALL COMPETITORS SHALL WEAR PERSONAL FLOTATION AND HELMET.
16.2. Before the first race of each series of races every competitor shall check in with the Race Committee at the starting area by passing astern of the Race Committee Boat on starboard tack, stating his name and vest number. The Race Committee will acknowledge by responding with the competitor’s number.
16.3. Any competitor withdrawing from a race and returning to the beach SHALL report his/her withdrawal to the Beach Marshall upon returning to shore.
17. ZERO WASTE
17.1. The Vineyard Cup operates under a Zero Waste Model all competitors are required to minimize waste and to use designated Recycling, Composting and Redeemable containers for trash. 
17.2. Single Use Water Bottles are explicitly banned. 
17.3.  Race Committee reserves the right to penalize any competitor who fails to act in accordance with Zero Waste Model.
17.4. Competitors are encouraged to remove trash and marine debris from the beach. 
18. DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY:
18.1. Sailing, kiteboarding, and hydrofoil kite racing are activities that have an inherent risk of injury, death and damage to equipment. Competitors in this event are competing entirely at their own risk (see RRS 4 DECISION TO RACE). The race organizers, the race committee, the protest committee, volunteers, officials, sponsors and/or any organization, its officers, directors and staff shall not be responsible or accept any responsibility for personal injury, death or damage to a competitor’s equipment sustained as a result of participation in this event or in any practice races leading up to this event. By participating in this event each competitor agrees to release and hold harmless the race organizers, he race committee, the protest committee, volunteers, officials and any organization supporting the event in any manner from any and all claims, demands and liabilities associated with such competitor’s participation in this event to the fullest extent permitted by local, state and/or federal law.
20. MEDIA RELEASE:
Competitors and their shore support personnel grant, at no cost, Sail Martha’s Vineyard the absolute right and permission to use their name, voice, image, likeness, biographical material; as well as representations of the boats in any media (including but not limited to television, print and internet media), including video footage, for the sole purpose of advertising, promoting and disseminating information regarding the Vineyard Cup and Sail Martha’s Vineyard and its programs.
ATTACHMENT A: Rule Changes
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APPENDIX B: Courses
# 1: Start – 1P – 2P – Finish

# 2: Start – 1P – 2P – 1P – 2P – Finish

# 3: Start – 1P – 2P – 1P – Finish

#4 Distance Race of the Race Committee’s Choice using government marks or set marks. 

2

